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the path along which my thoughts are nowadays running, I shall be
reborn and speedily attain to moksha at the end of that life,
Blessings from
MOHANDAS
From the Gujarati: Mahatma Gandhijina Patro, ed. D. M. Patel, Sevak Karya-
laya, Ahmedabad; 1921
143.   TRANSVAAL MUNICIPAL CONSOLIDATION BILL
The Transvaal Government have published a Draft Bill regulating
the Municipalities of the Transvaal. General Smuts has fulfilled the pro-
mise he made at a meeting recently held, and to which reference
has been made in these columns, that Municipalities will be armed with
powers to deal with Asiatic traders. There are sections in the Bill
dealing with traders. One section gives authority to the Municipalities
to refuse trading licences on the grounds of insanitation, unsuitability
of premises, and for other similar reasons, the decision being subject to
revision by a Resident Magistrate. Another section empowers Munici-
palities to refuse, among others, licences to hawkers, the refusal in these
cases being in the absolute discretion of the Municipalities, no appeal
being allowed. The first section is not open to much objection, and
Asiatics must take the consequences of the prevailing prejudices,
except in so far as they may be met by appeal to magistrates. But the
second section is absolutely unjust, and is aimed at the large number of
Asiatic hawkers. Why there should be no appeal to the magistrates with
reference to the licences covered by this section, it is difficult to
understand. Lord Elgin, when he occupied the position of Colonial
Secretary, said that he would not allow the present rights of Asiatics
to be infringed. If, however, the Draft Bill goes through, and receives
the Royal sanction, Asiatic trade must be ruined. It is well to bear in
mind that the livelihood of 5,000 Asiatic hawkers is at stake, as also of
over 500 Asiatic store-keepers. Another section gives the Municipali-
ties power to lay out Locations for Asiatics, which may be shifted
from time to time, subject to compensation being paid to the residents
for improvements made by them. A further section gives the
Municipalities power to regulate movement on foot-paths. Thus, the
Bill would give the Municipalities a threefold power. Asiatics should
ultimately go to Locations. They must not be allowed to walk on foot-
paths, and they must not continue their trade unhampered. We trust
that the Imperial Government, having had enough experience now
during the last 16 months, will not allow such arbitrary powers to rest
in the hands of the Transvaal Municipalities.
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